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21st century skills for 21st century students 

 



Outline 

• What are 21st century skills? 

• Practical illustrations and tools 

• Why do we need to include them in 

our teaching? 
 



A little history 

“The future…workforce is here and it is 

woefully ill-prepared for the demands of 

today’s (and tomorrow’s) workplace.  

So say employers in a unique study by The 

Conference Board, Corporate Voices for 

Working Families, Partnership for 21st 

Century Skills, and the Society for Human 

Resource Management, which looks at the 

readiness of new entrants to the workforce. 

 

Knowing how employers view these new 

entrants is an important first step in enabling 

both these new entrants and…business to 

succeed on the global economic playing 

field.” 



What we found out… 

Most Report “Deficiencies” in Applied Skills 

 

Written Communications—80.9 percent of employer respondents report 

high school graduate entrants as “deficient.”  - which includes memos, 

letters, complex reports clearly and effectively 

 

Professionalism/Work Ethic—70.3 percent of employer respondents 

report high school graduate entrants as “deficient.” including “demonstrating 

personal accountability, effective work habits, e.g., punctuality, working 

productively with others, time and workload management” 

 

Critical Thinking/Problem Solving—69.6 percent of employer 

respondents report high school graduate entrants as “deficient.” 



So… 

 

• Why do we need 21° Century Skills? 

 

 

 

 

• And why should they be a part of my classroom today? 

 



 

• Why do we need 21° Century Skills? 

• Because the world demands full understanding of 

core subjects with the ability to apply 21° Century 

literacy and comunication skills 

 

• And why should they be a part of my classroom today? 

• Because our job is to prepare today’s students for 

tomorrows world 

 



  



What are they? 

Partnership for 21st century skills   p21.org 



The 4 Cs 

  



The 4 Cs 



Creativity and innovation 



• Can your students think and work creatively? 
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Critical thinking 

• Can your students think and work creatively? 

 

 

 

Creativity and innovation 



• Can your students reason, make judgments and 
decisions, and solve problems?  

 

Critical thinking 

• Can your students think and work creatively? 
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Communication and collaboration 
 

• Can your students reason, make judgments and 
decisions, and solve problems?  

 

Critical thinking 

• Can your students think and work creatively? 

 

 

 

Creativity and innovation 



• Can your students communicate clearly? 

• Can they collaborate with others? 

Communication and collaboration 
 

• Can your students reason, make judgments and 
decisions, and solve problems?  

 

Critical thinking 

• Can your students think and work creatively? 

 

 

 

Creativity and innovation 



Creativity 



What do you know 
about this person? 

Creativity 



• Think of a friend in 
your class (or a 
famous person)  

• Draw or write what 
he/she would have 
in a backpack on 
holiday 

• Read or show to 
your group 

• The group guesses 
who it is. 



Training critical thinking 

Asking opinions, thoughts,  

reactions and previsions  

based on understanding,  

meaning and interpretation 



Communication / Collaboration 



IMT 



IMT 



Information literacy 



Information literacy 

• Can your students access and evaluate 

information? 

• Can they use and manage information? 



Information literacy 

• Can your students access and evaluate 

information? 

• Can they use and manage information? 

ICT literacy 



Information literacy 

• Can your students access and evaluate 

information? 

• Can they use and manage information? 

ICT literacy 

• Can your students apply technology 

effectively? 

 



The digital age 
 



What do students see as their most 
important study aid? 

What is the defining medium of the 
new generation? 

Is the video-game generation of 
teenagers more or less social than 

before? 



What do students see as their most 
important study aid? 

Google 
 

What is the defining medium of the 
new generation? 

video 

 Is the video-game generation of 
teenagers more or less social than 

before? 

Facebook – over 900m users 



 

What does this mean for teachers? 

 

• the relationship between teachers 
and students is changing 
 

• students now expect technology in 
learning too  



How do we integrate IMT? 



Integrating Technology 

The Learning Environment 

 

Classroom vs Homework  



  



“Any teacher that can be 
replaced by a computer 

probably should be.” 
 

Arthur C Clarke talking to Sugata Mitra 
TED.com 



  

Our aim is to 

empower teachers 

not replace them 



Managing Time. Take it Online! 

 

  

Classes are good for ... 

Interaction face to face 

(F2F) 

Praise and encouragement from the 

teacher 

Measuring skill / 

progress against others 

Asking questions as 

they arise 

Communication activities 

Co-operative learning 

activities 

Creating a social learning 

environment 

Informed Teaching 



Flexible Solutions 



Implications for teaching 

• take controlled practice out of the 

classroom 

• less time spent marking 

• more efficient student self-study 

• Instant feedback 

• Overview of student progression in 

detail 

• Providing structure and support to 

students to achieve IMT proficiency 

 



Why do we need 21st century 
skills? 



Improving learning 
• Most great learning happens in 
groups - collaboration is essential 
for development 

• Technology reflects the world our 
students live in – using a form of 
blended learning leads to 
increased autonomy and 
motivation 

• Incorporating 21st century skills 
into lessons engages learners in 
‘deep’ learning (not just ‘surface’ 
absorption of knowledge) – and 
therefore it sticks 



Improving learning 
• Most great learning happens in 
groups - collaboration is essential 
for development 

• Technology reflects the world our 
students live in – using a form of 
blended learning leads to 
increased autonomy and 
motivation 

• Incorporating 21st century skills 
into lessons engages learners in 
‘deep’ learning (not just ‘surface’ 
absorption of knowledge) – and 
therefore it sticks 

Einstein’s definition 
of insanity:  
 
Doing the same thing 
over and over 
again and expecting a 
different result. 



Survival in the world of work 

What do employers look for? The 7 key skills: 

• Critical thinking and problem-solving 

• Collaboration across networks and leading by 

influence 

• Agility and adaptability 

• Initiative and entrepreneurialism 

• Effective oral and written communication 

• Accessing and analyzing information 

• Curiosity and imagination 

 
Dr. Tony Wagner, co-director of Harvard’s Change Leadership Group 

 

 

 

http://profesorbaker.wordpress.com/2011/06/05/7-skills-students-need-4-their-future/ 
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Informazioni utili 
 
  
• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno inviati via 

e-mail 
 
• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente le istruzioni 

per scaricare, dal sito Pearson, i materiali presentati 
oggi  

 
• Contestualmente, sarà inviato un questionario per 

raccogliere pareri e suggerimenti su questa 
innovativa modalità di formazione 

 
 

 

 

 



Prossimi incontri: 

 07 Novembre – Relatore Andrew Howarth 

    TEACHING COMPETENCES TO A DIGITAL GENERATION 

 

 19 Novembre – Relatore Paola Eleonora Fantoni 

    QUANDO LA DISLESSIA ENTRA IN CLASSE 

 

 04 Dicembre – Relatore Andrew Howarth 

    HOW TO KEEP YOUR STUDENTS ENGAGED IN ENGLISH 



formazione.digitale@pearson.it 


